

The Mercha nt of Venice. 


The Prince of Arragon hath taiie his oath, 
And comes co his el eft ion prefently* 

Enter ArragonM frame, and Portia 
FloK.Cornets. 

For. BehoId,therc ftand the caskets noble Prince/ 
If you chooie that wherein I am contained, 
Straight (hall our rmpciali rights be folcmniz'd : 
But if thou faile, without more fpeech my Lord, 
You muft be gone from hence immediately, 

Ar. I am enioynd by oath to obferue three things; 
Firftjneuerto vnfold toanyonc 
Which casket 'twas I chofc; nexrjfl faile 
Of the xight casker,nener in my Ijfc 
To wooe a maide in way of marriage; 
Laftly.ifldoefailein fortune of my choyfe, 
Immediately to Ieaucyou,and begone. 

Per. To thefe iniimAions euery one doth fweare 
Thar omes to hazard for my worthlefTe felfe. 

An And fo haue I addreft tire,fortunc now 
To my hearts hope : gold , filuer, and bafe lead. 
Who ehoofeth me rati ft gitie and hazard all he hath. 
You (hall lookc fairer ere I giuc or hazard. 
What faies the golden cheft^ha, let me fee : 
Who ehoofeth me.fliall gaine what many men dclire: 
What many men dcfire>that many may bemeaju 
By thefoole multitude that choolcby (huw, 
Not learning more then th e fond eye doth teach, 
Which pries not to tb'imerior^biR like the Martlet 
Builds in the weather on the outward wall 
Euenin the force and rode of wfualrie. 1 
I will not choofe what many men delire, 
Becaufe I will not hirrapc with common Ipirits, 
Andrankcme with the barbarous multitudes. 
Why then to thee thou Siiuer treaiW houfe, 
Tell me once more, what title thlu dooft beare ; 
Who ehoofeth me (hail get as much as he defer ues : 
And well laid too - for who fliall goe about 
To cofen Fori unhand be honourable 
Without the ftampe of merrirjet none prciume 
To wcarean vndelerued dignitie ; 

0 that citatcs, degrees, and offices, 
Were not derkf d corruptly ,and chat clearc honour 
Werepurehaft byfTic merric of the wearer ; 
How many then flbould couer that ftand bare ^ 
How many be commanded that command ? 
How much low pleafantry Would then be gleaned 
From the true fcede of honor t And how much honor 
Pickt from the ehaffe and ruine of the times, 
To be new vamifht : Well,but to mychoife. 
Who ehoofeth me (hall get as much as he deferuer* 

1 will aflume defert ; giuc me a key for this, 
And infhndy vnlocke my fortunes here, 

3V.Too long a paufe for that which youfinde there, 
Ar. What's herc,the portrait of a blinking idiot 
Prefenring mc a feed tile, I will reade it : 
How much vnlike art thou to Tprtia} , 
How much vnlike my hopes and my deferuings f 
Who ehoofeth nse,fhall haue as much as he deferucs. 
Did I deferue no more then a fooles head, 
Is that my prizc,are ray deferts no better? 

Par. To offend and iudgc are diftinft offices , 
And of oppofed natures* 
Ar. What is here? 

The fier flatten times tried thk f 



Semen times tried that iudemtnt jg^ — 
That dtdnmerckwfe ami$ 9 
Some there he that {hadmes kffi s 
$tt$b hone bm 4 Jh ad owes tlijfc / 
There fa fgeies dim fwto 
SilHef do remand fo wm this: 
Take what mfiyott mil to fed^ 
I will emrheyom headi 
So i?egme 7 ym are fped* 

An Still more foole I flhall appearc 
By the time 1 linger here, 
With one fooles head I came to woo, 
But I goe away with two. 
Sweet adue, He keepc my oath, 
Patiently to beare my wroath. 

Tsr 9 Thus hath the candle fing'd themoatb ; 
O thefe deliberate fooles when they doe choofe 
They haue the wifdome by their wit to l 00 fe t * 

Ner. The ancient faying is no heretic 
Hanging and wiuing goes by deftinie. 

P or* Gome draw the curtain e Nerrijfa. 

Enter LMeffenger* 

Mef, Where is my Lady ? 

Per. Here, what would my Lord ? 

Tklefl Madam, there is a-h gh ted a c your gate 
A yong Venetian^onethat coined before 
To fignifieth approaching of his Lord, 
From whom he bringeth fcnfible regreets ; 
To wit (befides commends and cuneous breath) 
Gifts ofrich value ; yet I haue not frcne 
So likely an Enibaffador ofloue- 
A day in Aprill ncuercamefo fwcete 
To iliow how coflly Sommer was at hand, 
As this fore-ipurrer comes before his Lord. 

Por m No more I pray thce 5 I am halfc a-feard 
Thou wilt fay anone he is fome kin to thee, 
Thou fpehd'tt fuch high-day wit in praifing him : 
Come,conie7V>^^/or I long to fee 
Qui eke Cupids poft, that come* fo mannerlv, 

Ner. Haffamo Lord^oue if thy will it be, Exmt t 


Mus Tmius. 


tenter Solanio and Sdurino* 

S&L Now s what newes on the Ryalto ? 

Sal Why yet jt Hues there vncheckt, that^vdm 
hath a fhip of rich lading wrack on the narrowiMijthc 
Goodwins I ihinke they call the place, a very dangerous 
flat,and fatall.where the carcafles of many a tall fliipjyc 
buried s a s ihcy fay,if my goffips report be an honcft wo- 
man of her word, 

-W. I would flie were as lying a goffip in tha^ascuef 
knapt Ginger 3 or made her neighbours beleeue flic wept 
for the death of a third husband ; but it is true, without 
any flipj of prolixity, or crofllng the plaine high-way of 
talke^that the good Anthmfa$& hon^RAnthmi^b that 
I had a title good enough tokeepe his name company! 
S*L Come,the full flop. 

SqL Ha^what lay eft thou^why the end is^he hathlofl 
a tbip. 

S*L I 
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S M, Iwouldittnightprouetheendofhisloffes. 

Jorakr for here he comes in the iikencs of a /e».Ho W 
K3SS«i«t mm a-ng the Merchants > 
Enter ShjUcks* 
Shy - You knew none fo well, nona fo well as you, ot 

that made die wings (he flew withalh ; 

So* A ud%/^%forhU own part knew the bird was 
fledg T d,and then ins the complexion of them al to Icaue 

diedam. 
Shy, She is damn d for it. 

Sa£, Thacs ccrtaine^f the diuell may be her lodge. 

Shy. My owne flefh and blood to rebel!. 

Out vpoti it old carrion, rebels it at thefe ycercs. 

Shy. T fay tny daughter is myflefli andbloud. 

5^ Tiierc is uiore di fterence bet weene thy flefh and 
h cr s then betweene let and luorie^nore bcrweene your 
blood^thcii there js bet wetne rc d wmcand rennifh:but 
tdl vs>docyouhcarc whether Anthonw haue had anie 
loireatfeaof-no? ^ 

Shy. There I haue another bad match } a bankrout, a 
ro j] flails who dare fcarce fliew his head on the Ryalto, 
abeggcrthit was vfd to coflie fo fmug vpon the Marc: 
let htai look to hisbondjhe was wont to call me Vfurer f 
lethimlookc to his bond, he was wont co lend money 
for aCbrifttan curtfie,lct him looke to his bond- 

S$L Why I am lure if he forfaite, thou wilt not take 
his flcfli , v?h.3 t a s that good for ? 

Shy. To baite fifh withall, itit will feede nothing 
clfejit will fcede my icuenge j he hsth difgrae'd me, and 
bindred oicbalfe a million, laught at my lofles, niocktat 
my gaincs, Icorned my Nation, thwarted my bargaines, 
co&ledmy friends, heated mine enemies, arid what's the 
rcafon?] am a/arc ; Hath not a few eyes r hath not a 
Itw hands> organs > detentions, fences, affeitionsjpaCi- 
ons ; fed wich the famefoodc, hurt wuh the fame wea* 
pons, fubicil to the fame difeales, healed by the f ame 
meancs, warmed and cooled by the fame Winter and 
Sommnicrasa Chriftlan is ; if you pricke vs doe we not 
blcede?ifyou tickle vs 3 doe we not laugh? if you poifon 
vsdoe we not die? and if you wrong vs fliail we not re- 
ucngc?ifwe arc like you in thereft,we will refemblc you 
in that. If a lew wrong a £hrtftim 7 what is his humility, 
reuenge? If a Chripmn wrong a/w 3 what fhou!d his fuf- 
ferance be by Chrifttan example, why reuenge? The viE- 
lanieyou teach me I will CKccute, and it fiiall goe hard 
but I will better the inftruftion. 

Bmer a mm frem Anthonio. 
Gentlemen, my rnaifter %rfnthmh is at his houfe, and 
defirefc co fpeake with you both, 
&f/. We haue beenc vp and downc to feeke him, 

fff^Tuball. 
Sol. Here comes another of th e Tribe,a third cannot 
be marchtjvnleffc the diuell hinaiclfe turne few* 

Exeunt Gentlemen* 
%+ How now 7»^,what newes from Gr»p^?haft 
thou found my daughter ? 

Tnh I often came where I did heare of fttr* but can- 
notfindeher. 

% Why there, there.therc, there, a diamond gone 
coftmt two thoufandducats in Franckford,thc 
uerrdlvpon our Nation till now f I neuer felt it till now, 
two thoiifand ducats in that, and other precious, precis 


ous iewels : 1 would my daughter were dead at my foot* 
and the jewels in her eare : woald fhe wereh earft acmy 
foote, and the duckets in her coffin : no newes of them, 
why fo?and I know not how much is fpent in the fear c h: 
why thou Ioffc vpon lofic , the thecfe gone with fo 
much, and fo much to fi/ide the theefe, and no fatisfa- 
£rjon,noreuengc,nornoill luck ftirnng but what lights 
a my fhoulders, no fighes but a my breathing,notcarcs 
but a my fiiedding.. 

ThL Yes ^ot her men haue ill lucke mo^Amhonio as I 
heard inGcnowa ? 

Shy* What^haTjWhatJl! Iucke 5 ill ;ucke. 

Tnb. Hath an Argofie caft away comrning fi om Tri- 
poli3. 

Shy* I thankeGod,! thankeGod p is it truejsit true? 
Tub* I fpoke with fome of the S Tylers that cfcaped 
thewracke. 

Shy. X thanke thee good Tubal! } good rfewes, * cod 
newes : ha^hajicre in Gcnowa, 

Tub. Your daughter fpent m Gcnowa 3 as ] heaTd ; oiic 
night toiuefcore ducars. 

Shy. Thou flick 'ft a dagger in me, I ilia II neucr fee my 
gold againe»fourc!core ducats ar alittingyfourefcore du- 
cats. 

T*b. There came diners of A'nth&nmtx editors in my 
company to Venice, that fweare hec cannot -chuolc but 
breake. 

Shy 3 lamveiygladofit, ilephgue him, iletorture 
himj am glad ofir, 

Tub. Oncofrhemdiewed me a ring that heehad of 
your daughter for a Monkie. 

Shy u Oat vpon hcr,thon tortureft me Tubdll y icw3S 
my Turkies 3 [ had it o\Le^h when I was a Batchdcs : I 
Would nothaue »iue[>it for a wilderneifj of Monkjes. 

Tub. But Anihmw is eertainely vndoiie. 

Shy. Nayjthat^ true, that^s very true, goe 7!-;^//, fee 
me an Officer, bef^>eake him a fortnight before, J wjli 
haue the heart of him if he forfeit .for were he out or Ve- 
nice, 1 can make what merchandise 1 will : ^oeTuhJl 
and mcete me at our Sinagogu^goc good Tnhati at our 
SinagogueZW^ Exeunt. 

Enter H$fmh t Portia, Gratia#a y and ^11 their traine. 

Per, I pray you tarrie, paufe a dav or two 
Before you hazard, for in rhoolin^ wron» 
I loofeyour companies therefore forbearc a while, 
There's fomething te!s me (but it is not loife } 
I would not loofc you, and you know your feife 
Hate counfailcs not m fuch a qualUrie; 
BtJt leaftyou fliould nor vnderfkndme well, 
And yet a maiden hath no rongue,but thought, 
I would detaioe you here lome month or two 
Before you venture for me. I could teach you 
How to choofe right.but then I am forlworne, 
So will Ineucrbe,fornayyoiimiiTemc> 
But if you doe,y oulemake me wi/h a finne, 
That I had beeoeforfworne : Be/lKow your etyes^ 
They haue ore-look t me and deuided 
One halfc of me is yours, the other halfe youri, 
Mine o woe I would fay : but of mine then yours, ~ 
And fo all yours ; O thefe naughuc times 
Puts bars betweene the owners and their rights. 
And fo though yours t not yours (proue it fo J 
Let Fottun e goe to hell for itmot I „ 
I fpeake too long.buc 'tis top eize the timc T 
To ich itjand to drsiw it out in length, 
To ftay you from election. 

P ? Let 
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